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BIG 10 QUESTIONS

ur very own in-house cultural anthropologist, Lars Krutak, was

born in Lincoln, Nebraska, in 1971 and immediately moved

around a lot. His father, a professor, took a sabbatical and
taught in Mexico City. After that, the family returned to Nebraska, where
his dad had an office at the University of Nebraska museum. Hanging
out among the antiquities fueled Lars’s interest in archeology and
anthropology, and, during his summers, he’d visit his grandparents near
New Orleans, then six months in Dallas and, finally, on to Rye,
Colorado, to finish high school in a tiny graduating class of 43. Pursuing
his love of the past, Lars investigated a lot of archeological sites but
didn’t like digging up the remains, so he refined his interest to cultural anthropology. “I'd rather work with living people and not dead
ones,” he points out. Then he went on to the University of Colorado at Boulder, and, although it was party central, Lars graduated
with a double major in anthropology and art history.

Lars’s first salaried job was at an art gallery in San Francisco and then on to the University of Alaska, Fairbanks, where he got
his Masters in Anthropology. That's when he began to study tattooing. “I don't know how that all happened,” he says. “| had a friend
in San Francisco who was just starting to tattoo, and | wanted to do something on art history and Eskimos. One day, | saw a woman
on campus with a chin tattoo, and that sparked my imagination.” Quite affected by what he saw, Lars went to the art library and
archives for pictures of tattoos of tribes of the Arctic Circle. He started piecing together information about Alaskan tattoos and found
no one was writing about the subject. Focusing on St. Lawrence Island, where there were still women in their 80s and 90s alive with
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tattoos, in 1997, Lars found two women who
were completely tattooed. He talked to them
about the tattoos and interviewed anyone
who knew anything about the skin art. Then
he went back and wrote his Master’s thesis
on the subject and started publishing por-
tions of it. He left Alaska in 1998 and start-
ed his Ph.D. in Cambridge, England, but did-
n't like it there, so he came back to the U.S.
From 1999 to 2002, Lars worked as a repa-
triation research specialist at the National
Museum of the American Indian at the
Smithsonian. During that time, he got an
offer to write about Arctic tattooing for two German tattoo magazines and, soon
after, contacted SkIN&INK. His first story in Skin&Ink was published in 2000, and
he’s been a regular contributor ever since. He also wrote the “Arctic People”
chapter for Steve Gilbert’s book, Tattoo History: a Sourcebook.

From 2000 to 2003, Lars took on a series of election-monitoring jobs in
Europe and lived in Kosovo, Bosnia, Russia, Armenia and Serbia. That's when
he decided to write pieces on contemporar'y tattoo artists in far-flung places.
The money he made on these monitoring jobs subsidized the tattoo stories for
SKIN&INK and others. Also in 2000, Lars began contributing to the website van-
ishingtattoo.com and became their technical advisor. In 2002, he traveled to
Borneo to be part of National Geographic’s Vanishing Tattoo as their desig-
nated still photographer. Then he came back to States and began writing his
book, Tribal Women'’s Tattoo Art, which is coming out later this year. “Sixty to
70 percent of all tattooed indigenous peoples are tattooed by the women,” he
says. “No one had written a book about women tattoo artists in indigenous
tribes, so | thought it was up to me
to do it.” Never a dull moment for
Lars Krutak.

LARS KRUTAK

lars@vanishingtattoo.com
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What in the world would you change if you
could? I'd like to see the revitalization of

tattoo practices among all the indigenous
peoples.

If you could have a “do over” of anything in
your life, what would it be? | wouldn’t have
partied so much as an undergrad. It would
have saved me a hell of a lot of money if |
would have studied more.

What are you afraid of? Being evil-eyed by
sharks.

What pisses you off? People claiming to be
something they know they’re not.

Who do you most admire? The man that
put me in touch with the big picture, Carl
Schuster. He was kind of my hero. And
Steve Gilbert, a tattoo illustrator, who gave
me my first gig writing tattoo articles in a
German tattoo magazine.

What'’s your favorite TV show? Antiques
Road Show. I try to watch it every Monday.

What was your greatest challenge, and
how did you overcome it? For the anthropo-
logical community to take tattooing seri-
ously. | think everyone has overlooked it,
and now all of the young kids are doing the
research and getting grants. When | was
studying, people thought it was meaning-
less.

What job would you never do? | would
never be a university professor.

What is still a mystery to you? I’'m not
sure about the afterlife.

What was your greatest success to date?

I was corecipient of the American Book
Award in Literature in 2003.




	Big10.a.jpg
	Big10.b.jpg

