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For 1,600 Alaskans lucky enough to have won the Denali National Park road lottery, wildlife viewing doesn't get any better than
this weekend. From caribou, above, to bears, moose and more, see what the winners are viewing in today's Outdoors, Page K-1.

Rogue Iraqi police resist their removal

® CRIMINALS: Many of those who are
in uniform have been convicted
of violence, are members of militias.

By EDWARD WONG and PAUL von ZIELBAUER
The New York Times

BAGHDAD — Shiite militiamen and criminals en-
trenched throughout Iraqg’s police and internal secu-
rity forces are blocking recent efforts by some Iragi
leaders and the American military to root them out,

Western officials say.

The new interior minister, Jawad al-Bolani, who
oversees the police, lacks the political support to
purge many of the worst offenders, including senior
managers who tolerated or encouraged the infiltra-
tion of Shiite militias into the police under the previ-
ous government, according to interviews with more
than a dozen officials who work with the ministry and

INSIDE
B ATTACKS:
Violence erupted
Saturday, with at
least 17 people
killed in attacks
and dozens of
probable victims
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a step critical to winning the trust of skeptical Sunni
Arabs and quelling the sectarian conflict, Iraqi and

Qaiyaan
Harcharek,

24, bears

two whale-
fluke tattoos
on his chest
representing
the two

whales he has
harpooned.

The Maori
designs include
elements
representing
growth, the
spiral of life
and abundance
from the ocean,
he said.
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CESS LESS PAINFUL

Symbols on skin connect hearts to history

Natives embrace old tattoo designs in a nod to tradition

By ALEX deMARBAN
Anchorage Dally News

BARROW — In a modern twist to an age-old practice,
a few residents in this Inupiat town are sporting tattoos on
chins and chests to honor ancestors and whale hunting,

One whaler wants to create a one-dimensional whale-
tail necklace commemorating kills. Two women have chin
markings that symbolize family and ancient traditions.

It’s perhaps the latest development in an ongoing effort
by Alaska Natives — at least two Aleuts also have facial
tattoos — to revive language, dancing and art.

Tattoos were common throughout Alaska for hundreds
of years. Some elder seamstresses used bird-bone needles
— and later steel needles — sinew thread and soot to dec-
orate human canvasses, said Lars Krutak, an anthropolo-
gist who's studied the custom in Alaska and elsewhere.

For women who bore elaborate designs across faces
and necks to enhance beauty or fertility, it was a painful
rite of passage, he said. For hunters, the etchings — usu-
ally dark blue — boosted bravery and could ward off evil
spirits.

Cultural tattooing in Alaska faded in the last centu-
ry with Christian missionaries getting some of the blame
for stamping it out, said Krutak. The Bering Sea Eski-
mos on St. Lawrence Island were considered some of the
last hold-outs, and the practice largely ended in the early
1920s, he said.

Skin-stitched tattoos are extremely rare today, perhaps
possessed by only a few elders.

But some people are embracing the old designs, even if

See Back Page, TATTO0S




TATTOOS: Christian missionaries struggled to stamp out Native skin art

Continued from A-1
the modern method is different — and
less painful.

Laresa Syverson, a 24-year-old
Aleut raised in Unalaska and now liv-
ing in Homer, wanted one since she
was a child. She went under the ink
gun in 2002. Blue bands, with dashes in
the middle, extend between each nos-
tril and ear, like tattoos sketched by Eu-
ropean explorers. She did it because
it's beautiful, and because she could,
she said.

“It was a way of bringing back some
of my traditions that were left behind,”
she said.

Barrow’s Qaiyaan Harcharek, a 24-
year-old harpooner on a whaling crew,
wanted a tattoo honoring a late great-
grandfather.

In November, he visited a Maori tat-
too artist in New Zealand, He was there
with an Inupiat delegation studying
cultural revitalization.

The Maori are admired by indige-
nous eroups for their success in reviv-

Harcharek, a University of Alas-
ka anthropology student, said the skin
art sparks interest in his culture. The
flukes spreading near his collar hone
are visible under a button-down shirt,
so strangers often ask about them.

For a university project this spring,
he gave a PowerPoint presentation on
the ancient custom. Photos of his na-
ked chest covered a huge screen in the
lecture hall.

“I got a pretty good ovation,” he
said, and a top grade. “I don't know if it
was for my shirt being off.”

His mother and her friend also visit-
ed the Maori artist.

The friend, Fannie Akpik, is an assis-
tant Inupiaq professor at the local col-
lege. She has several blue swirls drawn
on her chin — circles inside circles rep-
resenting grandchildren, she said.

Her late grandmother had faded
facial tattoos representing family —
whorls on cheeks and lines on the chin
broken by wrinkles, said Akpik, 54.

“I'm proud that I had it done, be-

66
It was a way of bringing
back some of my
traditions that were left
behind.
2%

— Aleut Laresa Syverson

her chin.

Decorated on either side with ecir-
cles, the tiny tattoo is a physical way
“to foster pride in who we are in our
identity as Inupiaq people,” she said.

The circles, imprinted with dots, are
found on Inupiaq artifacts. She saw the
symbol in New Zealand too, where it
symbolizes conception, she said.

Cultural tattoos are rare on the
Slope, she said. A relative has whale-
tail tattoos he got years ago to cele-
brate successful hunts. At least one el-

der has a tattoo on his hand made the
traditional, painful way, she said.

Early Christian missionaries may
have helped stop the practice, she
speculated. And a generation of chil-
dren was away at boarding schools in
the early 20th century when they would
have received their first tattoos, she
said.

Anthropologists cite those factors
and others, including epidemics such
as influenza, measles and tuberculo-
sis that killed thousands and brought
sweeping cultural change.

Jana, sitting in an office decorat-
ed with whalmg photos and family pic-
tures, said she got her tattoo to honor
her late grandmother, who had a quar-
ter-inch-wide stripe down her chin.

“We need to be proud of what we
are,” she said.

W Daily News reporter Alex deMarban can be
reached at ademarban@adn.com or 257-4310.
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Along with mom, Jana, and brother,
Qaiyaan, Nagruk Harcharek, 21, has a
tattoo, though a less traditional one.



ing language and culture, in part with
early immersion programs. They've
also brought back facial tattoos, said
Harcharek.

cause I'm a very proud grandmother,”
she said.

Jana Harcharek, who heads bilin-
gual and multicultural programs for

Standing in the arctic entryway of the North Slope Borough School Dis-
trict, wears a discreet blue stripe on

his house one August afternoon, Har-
charek peeled off his shirt for a report-
er and photographer.

Two graceful whale tails decorate
his upper chest — one for each whale
he’s killed. If he's fortunate enough to
harpoon more, he’ll create a perma-
nent necklace, he said.

The dark blue etchings — about as |gf

big as life-size salmon tails — are em-
bellished with Maori motifs. Swirling
lines, triangles and other designs sym-
bolize growth and prosperity, Harcha-
rek said.

But the idea hails from his ances-
try, he said. Whalers from Barrow and
the surrounding North Slope once had
whale flukes tattooed at the corners
of their mouths, as charms to improve
hunting success or as tally marks, said
Krutak, the anthropologist.

Harcharek's great-grandfather had
seven tails on his chest for the whales
he killed, Harcharek said. Family mem-
bers have passed down legends about
the decorated harpooner, whose name
was i
“He did it and I wanted to memorial-
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ize him,” said Harcharek. “And it shows Jana Harcharek says she borrowed from

how successful a whaler is, and that's
another reason for doing it.”

old Inupiaq designs for her chin tattoo, a
subtle blue stripe.

Rlaska Native tattoos have long history and many meanings

By ALEX deMARBAN Also honored husband's or father's
Anchorage Dally News hunting exploits, showed family's status
Alaska Native tattoos had aesthetic, or genealogy.
spiritual, medicinal and other purposes.
The meaning varled among Native * CHIN STRIPES: One or several extend-
groups and even within famlilles. ed vertically down the chin, sometimes
Some tattoos and their meanings In- from lower lip to chin. Perhaps the
clude: most common indigenous tattoo in the
world. May have been status marks.

* WHALE TAILS: Often decorated cor-

ners of men's mouths and women's ¢ FERTILITY FACE LINES: Largely spe-

cific to Eskimos on St. Lawrence Island.

Three vertical lines start at the temple,

curve around the cheekbone and end
at the jawbone.

o JOINT TATTOOS: Largely
specific to Eskimos on St.
Lawrence Island. People were
often marked with two dots on
their major joints, such as the
back of necks and waist, tops
of shoulders, backs of knees
and elbows. Pallbearers on

St. Lawrence Island and first-
Kill hunters were marked with
these to repel evil spirits from
entering the body through limb
joints,

o CHEEK BANDS: Often ex-

cheeks or backs of hands and arms.
Served as charms to improve hunting,
as first-kill memorials or tally marks.

Photographed by CHRIS AREND / Anchorage Museum

Kivetoruk Moses, chief's newly married son.

Courtesy Anchorage Museum

Eskimo beauty of Alaska.

tend from nostrils to ears,

Source: Lars Krutak, tattoo anthropologist and author
who has studled traditional tattoos around the world, on
people, mummies and artifacts such as masks and Ivory
figurines, with a focus on SL. Lawrence Island,
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